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“Go i into ali the werld, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—St. Mark, xvi. 15, 
“ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 


unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” — 
ev. XV. 6. 
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Lhe Eleventh Annual Report of the Trustees of the Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church for the advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Pennsylvania, read before the Society, Fanuary 
6th, 1823. 


On this interesting festival, when we are led to contemplate 
the enrapturing promises of the sacred scriptures with respect 
to the perpetuity and extension of Christ’s kingdom, the trus- 
tees beg leave to submit to the members of the Society their 
annual report. They have endeavoured, to the extent of their 
abilities, to fulfil the various duties required by the Constitu- 
tion; but they have again to lament the limited nature of the 
funds and the want of that extensive patronage and cordial co- 
operation which the important subjects entrusted to them and 
their momentous consequences, evidently require. 

The Board having at the commencement of the year appro- 
priated 500 dollars to the committee of missions, immediate ex- 
ertions were made to obtain zealous labourers in this vineyard 
of our Lord. Inquiries were made in various quarters with 
but little success, and several months rolled away before the 
services of even one clergyman could be secured. On the 12th 
of April the Rev. Moses P. Bennet \eft Philadelphia for Greens- 
burg and Kittanning, under the direction of the Board, and has 
continued to the present time to officiate two-thirds of his time 
at the former place and the remaining one-third at the latter, 
with very encouraging prospects of success. These places were ° 
visited by the Rev. Mr. Thompson of Pittsburg early in the 
spring. He was the first Episcopal clergyman we believe that 
was ever at Kittanning. Here, about 45 miles from Pittsburg, 
he found many families attached to the church. He continued 
two days with them, preached twice in the Court House, and 
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baptized 4 adults and 19 children. Greensburg is on the great 
road leading to Pittsburg, and is 36 miles east of that city, and 
about the same distance from Kittanning. In the last letter 
received from Mr. Bennet he states that the congregation at 
Greensburg have taken immediate measures to be incorporated, 
and that they have commenced a subscription for the purpose 
of building a church, which he thinks will undoubtedly be 
erected during next summer. Here, in November, the hol 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered for the first 
lime to fifteen communicants. Forty-two persons, of whom 
sixteen were adults, have been baptized at the two places since 
the commencement of his ministry. 

Letters from Wilkesbarre announced that it was the intention 
of the Episcopalians to erect a church in that place, and that 
they were consequently very anxious to obtain the services of a 
clergyman. After disappointments from various sources, ar- 
rangements were finally made with the Rev. S. Sitgreaves, who 
commenced his ministrations in this interesting village on the 
19th of June. 

The course of services he has since gone through has been 
the following. On Sunday morning he preached in the com- 
mon meeting-house in Wilkesbarre, and in the afternoon he 
usually preached in some of the neighbouring villages—in Ply- 
mouth, situated five miles below the town on the opposite side 
of the river—in the plains, a few miles above—but most fre- 
quently in Hanover, seven miles below, on the same side of the 
Susquehannah with Wilkesbarre. On Wednesday evenings he 
lectured to a Bible class of twenty-five, and on Thursday even- 
ings he performed Divine service in the Court House. The 
congregations have been, to the present period, sensibly in- 
creasing, in numbers, in attention to the service, in participating 
in the responses, and in complying with our usages. 

When he arrived here the congregation were engaged in 
raising the frame of their new church; which advanced with 
rapidity to its completion in November. The building is, as 
far as the circumstance of its being frame would admit, formed 
after the model of Trinity Church, Easton, both as to its di- 
mensions and its interior arrangement. The style is Gothic. 
All the windows are arched. The number of the pews 1s 91. 
There is an organ of five stops placed in a small gallery at one 
end of the building. 

Our venerable diocesan had made arrangements to conse- 
crate the church, and to administer the rite of confirmation 1 
October ; but in consequence of miscalculation as to the work, 
the building was not completed, until at a period, when the In- 
clement season had become so far advanced, as to render st un- 
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safe for him to venture the journey across the mountains. His 
visit was accordingly postponed until the ensuing summer. 
His presence would undoubtedly have served to place the Epis- 
copal Church in this Valley upon a foundation which would re- 
move all apprehensions whatever as to its permanency and 
prosperity. 

On the day appointed for the renting of the pews, thirty- 
eight of them were disposed of ; the remainder have since been 
taken. 

On the 17th November, the new church, which has been 
named St. Stephen’s, was first occupied. A concourse of peo- 
ple, greater than the building could contain, assembled from 
all parts of the vicinity, and even from the northern borders of 
the diocese. ‘The event was memorable and joyful. Few, who 
have not been placed in similar situations, can readily form a 
conception of the emotions of an Episcopalian who, having 
been separated from those services, by which he had been ‘ re- 
ceived into the congregation of Christ’s flock,’ which had been 
the nurture of his youth and the attachment of his riper years, 
is, after a long deprivation, at length restored to the church of 
his fathers; within whose sacred walls he may pay his last de- 
votions, and which he can bequeath an invaluable legacy to his 
children. On this day Mr. S. was assisted in the services by 
the Rev. Mr. Rodney, who delivered a discourse, and admin- 
istered the Lord’s Supper to 27 communicants, some of whom 
nad not communed in the church since the Revolution. Five 
persons were prevented from receiving the communion on this 
day—-making the whole number 32. At the last administration 
of this sacrament, the number who received it was twelve. 

“These statements,” says Mr. Sitgreaves, “ present to the 
view a flourishing condition of the interests of the church in 
this quarter—and I trust, and believe, that the progress of ge- 
nuine piety, has kept pace with the outward prosperity of the 
church. 

“© The share which I have had in producing these results, is 
to me a source of much pleasure: and I trust the Society will 
derive from a review of its part, the gratification to which it is 
entitled. Its bounty has contributed to bless a numerous popu- 
lation—to establish permanently the institutions of our church, 
and to extend the influence of true religion; and St. Stephen’s 
stands another monument of the utility of the Society. It was 
the Society’s missionaries who first awoke the dormant predilec- 
tions of the Episcopalians in this Valley. It was the Society’s 
missionaries, who fostered these attachments—and it was the So- 
ciety’s missionaries who have brought them to their maturity. 
And if other instances were wanting to establish the merits of 
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the institution, this case alone would be sufficient to furnish it a 
passport to the warmest interest and generous patronage of all 
true Episcopalians.” 

The situation of the three congregations in Susguehannah and 
Bradford counties, has several times been presented to the mem- 
bers, and it is with sincere regret we state that every effort 
to obtain a clergyman for them has thus far failed. They are 
an excellent people, warmly attached to the doctrines of the 
church, and deserving the greatest attention. They cannot sub- 
scribe much money, but would be enabled, with some assistance 
from the Society tor a few years, to support a clergyman and 
his family, who would be willing to receive his salary princi- 
pally in produce. The congregation on the Wyalusing contem- 
plate building a church, and have already selected the plan. It 
is said they can raise 1200 dollars, besides the materials, which 
they will furnish themselves. One person has offered 120 dol- 
lars and two acres of land, if they will place it upon his estate. 

Representations having been made to the Board, that the sa- 
lary of the clergyman at York, was insufficient for his support, 
and that the congregation, having lately repaired the church 
and parsonage, were unable for the present to increase his in- 
come, it was determined, to grant them for one year the aid 
that was requested. Before however 6 months had elapsed they 
were as sheep without a shepherd, by the removal of the Rev 
Mr. Schaeffer to Maryland. This congregation and that in 
Adams county (left vacant by the lamented death of the Rev. 
Mr. Woodruff,) have again united, and are solicitous to obtain 
aclergyman. Neither congregation is large, but there is pro- 
perty of some value attached to both churches, and it is be- 
lieved that a zealous minister, under the patronage of the So- 
ciety, would be enabled to repair these old wastes, and make 
them rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

The churches in Huntingdon county are yet vacant—and so 
are the churches at New London cross roads, at Milton, at Fer- 
sey town, at Bloomsburg, at Chartier’s creek, at Whitemarsh, 
and at the Valley: and the Episcopalians in A/iffin county, and 
those at Lewistown, and Millerstown, and Reading, are still 
deprived of the sacred ordinances of the gospel. The churches 
in Huntingdon county are fully able, and very anxious to sup- 
port a minister. A clergyman, who lately visited them, states 
that there are fifty-one persons who profess to belong to our 
church in the town of Huntingdon, most of whom have families. 
At parting, says he, with an aged and pious member of this 
church, he begged with much feeling that the friends of the 
Redeemer would remember their forlorn condition, and induce 
some Zealous and pious minister to come and settle among them 
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On leaving this interesting neighbourhood, he continues, I was 
forcibly reminded of our Lord’s words to his disciples when he 
saw the multitude of his countrymen without any to show them 
the way of salvation, “ they fainted, and were scattered abroad 
as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, 
the harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few: pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth la- 
bourers into his harvest.”’ 

The Episcopalians at Bloomsburg and its neighbourhood 
could likewise support a clergyman. And some of the other 
places above named, deserve on various accounts the earliest 
attention of the new Board. Some prospects of a flattering na- 
ture have been entirely destroyed by neglect—or rather the 
impossibility of obtaining ministers. There is a large and 
flourishing town in this state, at which a missionary frem the 
venerable Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
to whom we are so greatly indebted for its fostering care, re- 
sided before the American Revolution, and at which, very few 
of our clergy have since preached. 

We have yet to speak of the churches in Fayette county. At 
the first meeting of the committee of missions they devoted to 
this station 200 dollars, and determined, if it were possible, to 
send them one who should rightly divide the word of truth. 
Inquiries were in vain, however, until near the close of the 
year, when the fairest prospects opened of having the Rev. Mr. 
Pfeiffer permanently settled in this quarter. Unforeseen events, 
deeply regretted by all parties, have frustrated our hopes. 
Another opportunity has occurred within a week or two, and it 
is expected that by this time the Episcopalians in Fayette county 
have a pastor of their own, who is described to us as “a man 
of genuine piety, sincerely attached to the church and her most 
excellent liturgy.” . 

The Episcopalians of Penn township having considered it ex- 
pedient to erect a church at Francisville, about one mile north 
of the city, applied to the Board to afford them some assistance 
in supporting their minister, the Rev. Mr. Nash. Aid, to a 
small extent, and for a limited time, was readily granted. 

The Board has been occasionally requested to aid young 
men while they are preparing for the ministry. They should 
be always ready to the extent of their means, and consistently 
with their other duties, to take by the hand youths of genius 
and piety, who need the fostering aid of benevolence, and are 
meet to be trained up for the ministry of the church, and see 
that they are properly educated ; but in consequence of the low 
state of the funds, and the suffering situation of many neigh- 
bourhoods, destitute of gospel ordinances, they have made it a 
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rule that, under present circumstances, none can be aided un. 
less they have been admitted by the Bishop as candidates for 
holy orders. 

It is well known that a few years since, 900 dollars were 
loaned to the Common Prayer Book Society of Pennsylvania. 
That Society having become embarrassed, opened a negotiation 
with the Board, which has resulted in an agreement to accept 
their stereotype plates and whatever funds they have in full 
payment of what is due by them; this Society agreeing to dis- 
charge all demands against the Common Prayer Book Society, 
provided the amount does not exceed 80 dollars. By this ar- 
rangement the Society will lose very little if any thing, and be 
possessed of the plates from which the standard edition of the 
Book of Common Prayer is to be published; for they have been 
corrected under the direction of the committee who were autho- 
rized by the last general Convention to prepare a new standard 
edition of that invaluable book. 

At the commencement of the year, thirty dollars were appro- 
priated to the purchasing of small Prayer Books, to be distri- 
buted at half price among the destitute congregations. As, how- 
ever, the business of supplying the Diocese with Prayer Books 
has again fallen into our hands, it is earnestly hoped that such 
a wide and judicious circulation of our incomparable liturgy 
will take place, that while every want is supplied its estimation 
will proportionably increase. 

Among the other appropriations, as reported by the Trea- 
surer, it will be seen that 100 dollars have been loaned to a 
theological student, and twelve dollars were spent in purchasing 
a Bible to be presented to the congregation at Wilkesbarre for 
the desk of their new church. 

The Female Tract Society continue their meritorious exer- 
tions, and have at their depository an excellent collection of ine 
teresting and valuable tracts. 

It is painful to the trustees to mention that many of the sub- 
scribers are considerably in arrears, that the new clause in 
the 5th article of the Constitution, requesting the rectors of the 
different churches within the state to have collections made for 
the benefit of the Institution, has received very little attention, 
and that the number of members is yearly and rapidly decreas- 
ing. And yet it is believed that the statements which have just 
been read are sufficient to arouse the feelings and excite the 
compassion of every true member of the church. We have 
enough and to spare. Why should we not then impart of out 
fulness to those who are in need? Must the few friends of re- 
ligion and of our church, who are scattered throughout the 
state, continue to the day of their death weeping over the deso- 
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jations around them, and be denied all hope of enjoying, or of 
leaving to their posterity, the means of grace?) We sympathize 
in the afflictions of those holy men who sat by the rivers of Ba- 
bylon and wept while they remembered Zion; and can we be 
insensible to the anguish of those who in their own land are 
strangers to the house of God? There are many deeply inter- 
ested in the doctrines of the gospel wlio are languishing for 
want of spiritual food. They are cut off from sacred privileges 
almost entirely as if they were separated from them by inter- 
vening oceans and continents.—The situation of our destitute bre- 
thren forms an irresistible appeal to every Christian feeling, and 
should not—must not be neglected. The day may come when 
ourselves, or our children, may be in the situation of those for 
whom we now plead. How consoling would it be to the Chris- 
tian who has removed to a distant settlement, to hear once more 
the hallowed services of the sanctuary—to dedicate his children 


in baptism—and to be quickened and edified by the sound of ” 


the gospel. Let us then send them missionaries, and cherish 
for a few years their infant churches. Do not compel them to 
resort, if the opportunity is afforded, to the ministry of other 
denominations. Is there nothing precious in the peculiar prin- 
ciples of the Episcopal church? Is there nothing in our doc- 
trines, our forms of worship, our scriptural ordinances that we 
ought to love and sacredly maintain? Brethren, let us realize 
our situation and our duty; and let us not relax our exertions 
until the church of our forefathers, and of our choice, is perma- 
nently established in every vicinity in the state where Episco- 
palians are now to be found. 


Philadelphia, 6th Fanuary, 1823. 


The undersigned, a Committee of the Trustees of the So- 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal Church for the advancement 
of Christianity in Pennsylvania, appointed to examine the ac- 
count of the Treasurer, do certify that they have found the 
within statement correct, and the particulars supported by their 
proper vouchers. 


Wiii1am Murpocx. 
Tosras WAGNER. 
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Wid : The Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church Jor the advance 
ee ment of Christianity in Pennsylvania, with William Chaloner, 
Brits Treasurer, 
BE 1822. DR. 
hd April 9, To cash paid Right Rev. William White’s order to Rev. Mr. 
f 7 Kemper ° - $30 00 
14% 11, To ditto paid Rev. J. Kemper’ $ order to Rev. Mr. Bennet 30 00 
| I 12, To ditto paid sal Rev. William White’s order to J. 
| i Harding - - ae 30 87 
By 18, To ditto paid ditto ditto ditto C. N. Bowen 4 50 
REL June 6, To ditto paid Rev. J. Kemper’s order to Mr. Sitgreaves - 3000 
i Sept. 17, To ditto paid ditto ditto postages - 3 28 
iS 25, To ditto paid ditto ditto order to S. Sitgre aves 20 00 
" To ditto paid ditto ditto dittoto W.W.Ash,Esq. 25 00 
1 Oct, 21, To ditto paid S. Potter & Co. fora Bible - . - 1200 
il 23, To ditto paid William White’s order to R. Piggot (lo: in) - 100 00 
} 31, To ditto paid order to C. N. Bowen, for candles, &c, . 3 00 
12, To ditto paid order to J. Crissy for printing - - 400 
Nov. 2, To ditto paid J. Kemper’s order to Mr. Schaeffer - - 25 00 
ih 6, To ditto paid ditto ditto Moses Bennet - - 45 00 
ei 14, Te ditto paid ditto ditto Mr.Nash~ - - - 100 00 
ie 20, Toditto paid ditto ditto Mr. Sitgreaves - - 5000 
y Dec. 31, To Balance . - - - - - - - - 465 40 
$978 05 
) CR 
| ! ws 1822, 
in a Jan. 7, By Balance in hands of Treasurer - - - $105 64 
8, By one quarter’s dividend received on $1500 U nited States 
6 per cent. stock - . - Se 22 50 
] 8, By dividend received on three shares Frankford and Bristol 
¥ turnpike stock «+ ell ele is le le OR 
Bai l4 9, By collection made in Christ Church m ° - - 70 00 
4 12, By ditto ditto St. James’s Church - 107 90 
f 21, By ditto ditto St. Peter’s Church - - - - 53 78 
f April 8, By ditto ditto St. John’s Church, Carlisle - - 8 735 
By May11, By one quarter’s dividend on $1500 United States 6 eer 
bit cent. stock, due Ist April —- . d . 22 50 
ae 13, By 6 months dividend on Lancaster turnpike ‘stock, due 
! F Ist January - - . . ‘ . - 104 00 
, June 8, By cash received of T. H: be. legacy of J. Byron . - 156 00 
Oct. 22, By 6 months interest on Lancaster tur seers “stock, due Ist 
July - - 91 00 
4 By two quarter’s dividend on $1500 United States 6 per 
ea cent stock, due 1st October - : - - - 45 OU 
&, Nov. 21, By dividend on three shares Frankford and Bristol turnpike 
i, stock, May and November dividend - - . - 900 
By amount of annual subscriptions, due 1821, received to 
this period - . . ‘ a . - 60 00 
if By amount of annual henson: asin due 1822, received to , 
i, ay this period —- ot" siete ee. es 85 00 
i Dec. 10, By ditto ditto ditto ditto 40 00 
Ee? $978 05 
is By Balance in the hands of the Treasurer ie es - 465 40 


' + h Philadelphia, December 31, 1822. 


Errors excepted. 


Witiam Cuatonen, Treasure’, 
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Remarks of the Rev. Mr. De Lancey,at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania, 
with which he accompanied his motion that the Report be ac- 
cepted and published. 


S1r,—In proposing the resolution, “that the report which 
has just been read, be accepted and ordered to be printed,” 
I beg leave to submit a few remarks to the consideration of 
this meeting in reference to the operations of this society, and 
more especially to its claims upon our attachment and benefi- 
cence. 

It would be trespassing too greatly upon the time and pa- 
tience of yourself and those around me, to enter into minute 
details of its proceedings, and to set before you each indivi- 
dual instance in which it has come with a blessing to them 
that were ready to perish; but I trust it may not be deemed 
entirely without interest to offer some general statements re- 
specting its operations. I do this, sir, the more confidently, 
because I know that to the venerable and revered person who 
presides over this institution, there must come up the remem- 
brance of a day when it might be said with a melancholy em- 
phasis, that “ gross darkness” rested upon the interests of our 
church, not only in this, but in every diocese in our country— 
a day of heavy desolation—when the vineyard of the Lord 
was given up a prey to the wild beasts of the desert, its hedges 
destroyed, its fences broken down, its wine presses demolished, 
and its fruits and its flowers trodden under foot. Your mind 
will naturally revert to the stormy days of our revolutionary 
struggle, when the dark torrent of even a necessary war had 
not only overwhelmed the church, but had well nigh oblite- 
rated the very landmarks of all religion. To convince you ot 
the utility of this society (were argument necessary to that pur- 
pose), I need only recall to your recollection the fact, that at 
one time, there was but a single clergyman of our church with- 
in the present diocese of Pennsylvania; and then direct your 
eye to the numerous flocks which are now within her folds, 
under the superintendence of more than thirty. shepherds. By 
you, sir, who can say in reference to the desolations of our 
Zion, 

* Queque ipse miserrima vidi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui,” 
the importance of this society will be readily acknowledged ; 
and I trust there will be no difficulty in convincing others of 
its utility. Let them only cast their eyes to those quarters 
where its influence has been exerted, and they will see the evi- 
dences of its value in the sanctuaries which its funds have aided 
in erecting—in the congregations which its missionaries have 
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collected—in the knowledge which its books have diffused—in 
the moral improvement which it has effected, and in the spiri- 
tual and eternal hopes which it has excited and nourished. Its 
course has indeed been, not like the rushing torrent, which ar- 
rests attention by its impetuosity and its noise, but like the gen- 
tle rivulet, the banks of which are the green pastures of plenty, 
whilst its pure and wholesome waters, in their meanderin 

progress, enrich the land and beautify the prospect. I would 
appeal in support of these statements of the utility of our so- 
ciety, to those of you who have been led by business or pleasure 
to the distant sections af the diocese, I would ask you if its la- 
bours, during the period of its existence, have been entirely in 
vain. I would ask if you have met with no vestiges of its 
usefulness in the progress of your travels. I would ask if the 
diocese presents to the eye, the same extent of melancholy 
blank, which it did when the society commenced its opera- 
tions. I know beforehand what will be your answers to these 
questions. You will tell me of churches built, of congrega- 
tions gathered, of ministers settled, of people improved, of 
sanctuaries filled, of the gospel preached, and of thousands 
walking in the ways of God, in places, where but a few years 
since you had witnessed the unchecked operations of ungodli- 
ness—where you had seen the tavern as the only sanctuary 
frequented by the people, profanity its worship, and riot, in- 
temperance, and gambling, its unhallowed ceremonies. I am 
not, sir, uttering idle and empty declamation, For the cor- 
rectness of this (which, as to many places, I may call) faintly 
drawn picture, I appeal boldly to those of you who have seen 
the original; and if any one present refuse to admit the fairness 
of this representation, I would ask him to turn his eyes to the 
narrow circle of this society’s operations, which lies immediate- 
ly around us. Look to Mantua, and Germantown, and South- 
wark, and Easton, and Wilkesbarre, and many other places in 
our immediate vicinity, and there you will see the practical 
and undeniable proofs of its importance and usefulness. The 
funds of this institution aided in the erection of those temples 
of God—the missionaries of this institution assisted in gather- 
ing those congregations of his worshippers—and the Bibles, 
the tracts, and the prayer books of this institution assisted in 
diffusing among those people a knowledge of those eternal 
truths which tend to purify their conduct here on earth, and 
to prepare them for unending happiness in Heaven. Ifa doubt 
shall still cling to the mind of any one, I would appeal for his 
conviction to that succession of annual reports which the ma- 
nagers of this society during its existence have laid before the 
public—reports which whilst they faithfully and forcibly por- 


tray the urgent wants of the diocese, with equal faithfulness 
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and force exhibit, in detail, the beneficial character and ten- 
dency of this institution. 

But enough, sir, has been said jn relation to the utility of 
this society, as ev inced by its operations. 

I would now call the attention of this audience to the claims 
which this institution may justly lay to our attachment and our 
liberality. I have already stated one of its most potverful 
claims in the preceding outline of its beneficial opefations. 
The success with which. its high and holy objects have been 
hitherto accomplished, proving as it does the practical utility 
of the society, furnishes, I conceive, in that circumstance, no 
feeble inducement to continue and increase our support of it. 
Shall an institution which has enriched the diocese with many 
churches and many congregations, the beneficent influence of 
which may be seen, at intervals, from the Delaware to Lake Erie, 
and traced along the banks of the Susquehannah and Allegheny, 
the praise of which is echoed to us from all sections of the state, 
and the aid of which is so earnestly and perpetually solicited by 
the still suffering members of our fold—I ask, shall such an insti 
tution be permitted to decay and perish through our deficiency 
of zeal and liberality? Shall it be said, that in the face of the 
apostle’s exhortation, we have already become weary in well 
doing? Shall it be said, that having “ put our hands to the 
plough,” and commenced the labour of subduing and culti- 
vating the rugged soil, we have so soon begun to relax in the 
effort, and to “look back,” either from weariness, or indiffer- 
ence to the cause in which we are engaged? [I trust, sir, that 
this will not be the case. I trust that the past successes of this 
society will have the effect not to diminish, but to increase our 
zeal, and be regarded as the first fruits only of a harvest, the: 
ingathering of which will fill every portion of the diocese. 

The claims of this institution may be further urged from the 
consideration of its objects. It has no visionary project in 
view—no unholy purposes to accomplish. It is founded upon 
the purest principle that can sway the bosom and influence the 
conduct of man—the principle of love to God. The glory of 
God and the salvation of men constitute the “ primum mobile” 
of Christianity. And to aid in the promotion of these glo- 
rious ends, to the extent of its humble abilitv, was this society 
formed. This is the principle which called it into existence— 
these are the ends which it has in view. Let me ask then, has 
this principle ceased to be obligatory? Have these ends been 
fully and completely accomplished ? Is not the glorv of our 
heavenly Father still a motive to action? Is not the eternal 
salvation of our fellow men still a measure unaccomplished? 
Has the gospel of Christ reached every habitation within the 
limits of our diocese, and sounded its glad tidings in every ear? 
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Would to God, sir, it were so—would to God there existed no 
cause, no reason, no necessity for societies like this! But whilst 
this devoutly wished for consummation has not yet arrived— 
whilst the “ highway for our God” here on earth is still ob- 
structed by sin and wretchedness—whilst the tempest of hu- 
man crime is still unallayed, and the danger of future, of eter- 
nal punishment still hangs over the inhabitants of this world, 
—whilst these things are so, shall there be on our part a cessation 
of exertion? Shall the holy cause in which we are engaged, be 
abandoned at a moment when it most pressingly demands our 
aid and our efforts? Alas! it is not a day, sir, for Christians 
to grow cold and relax their exertions. ‘The enemies of God 
and man are still on the field of battle ; sin and Satan have not 
vet retired from the contest; the spirit of crime and infidelity 
is still abroad, in full and fearful operation. Let us then lay 
aside neither our armour, nor our vigilance, nor our exertions 
—we have constant and urgent need of them all. The existing 
call for Christian effort is equaily loud with that of former 
years; for though much has been effected by this society, much 
still remains undone. The fields are still white unto the har- 
vest, and if we diminish or terminate our eftorts, other labour- 
ers than ours will reap it, or perhaps it may be left to perish 
where it grew. 

But there are other considerations on which the claims of 
this institution to your patronage may be urged, beside the suc- 
cessfulness of its past operations and the beneficence of its ob- 
jects. One of these only will I mention. 

The society demands our support on the ground that it dif- 
fuses those views of the gospel of Christ, which accord with 
the doctrines and principles of our venerable and apostolic 
church. ‘To an audience of churchmen, and before the venera- 
ble person to whose efforts, under God, we owe in great mea- 
sure its present firm establishment in this country, it cannot be 
necessary to say any thing in approbation of the principles of 
that church. They are associated, I trust, with the best feelings 
of our bosoms ; and our attachment to them, I would also trust, 
results from the sober conviction of their excellence. But if thus 
satisfied of their superiority, does there not seem to be obvious- 
ly connected with such a conviction, an obligation to aid in 
diffusing them? And how can this be effected with fairer pros- 
pects of success, than by supporting a socicty established ex- 
pressly with a view to that object? it ails 

Do not understand me, sir, as intimating that this soctety 15 

engaged, or is about to engage, in any visionary career to pro- 
selyte the members of other persuasions to its faith. This has 
not been its past, nor is it its present, nor its intended opera- 
tion. Its missionaries and its funds, its Bibles, its prayer books, 
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and its tracts, are sent to those portions of the state where the 
members of our own church are in need of aid; and often to 
places where no Christian temple meets the eye of the travel- 
ler, and the voice of no gospel herald statedly proclaims the 
glad tidings of salvation—places which, although situated in a 
Christian land, may nevertheless be denominated, without bor- 
dering on extravagance, heathen spots; places, therefore, where 
none can deny the necessity of its aid and its operations. “* 

In the view then of its being the vehicle by which those 
views of Christianity which our church deems correct and 
scriptural, may be diffused, I conceive this society to have a 
powerful claim upon the affection and liberality of churchmen. 
It appeals to us therefore for support not only as men, anxious 
for the moral improvement of our fellow creatures—not only 
as Christians solicitous for their spiritual interests, but also as 
churchmen desirous that the gospel should be preached and 
propagated under that pure and primitive modification of it, 
which is taught within the venerable church to which we 
belong. 

Such, sir, are the claims which this institution may honestly 
and boldly advance—claims which I ardently pray will be met 
by Episcopalians with the liberality and support which the so- 
ciety so justly merits by its past successes—by its important 
objects—and, I regret that I am compelled to add, by its most 
urgent wants. 

— 


CHURCH TRACTS. 


It is pleasing to observe the spirit of harmony and co-opera- 
tion existing among the different branches of the Catholic 
Church; scattered though they are over various climes, there 
is among them an increasing disposition to move together in 
advancing the kingdom of the Redeemer. 

In the month of April last, a number of young men of St. 
Paul’s Church in this city, organized a society for the purpose 
of circulating the Homilies, and other publications illustrative 


of the doctrines and discipline of the church, in the form of 


tracts. Immediately after their organization, they wrote to the 


Church of England Tract Society, asking an interchange of 


communications, partly for the purpose of procuring their tracts 
to disseminate in this country. A few weeks since, the follow- 
ing resolution and letter were received. 
Church of England Tract Society, instituted in Bristol, 1811 
At a meeting of the Committee, held July 9th, 1822— 
A letter from the Rev. B. Allen, rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Philadelphia, announcing the formation of ** The Homily Society 
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of St. Paul’s Church in Philadelphia,” and requesting the co- 
operation of this society, and specimens of its publications, 
having been read— 

It was resolved, That this committee rejoices at the forma- 
tion of “ The Homily Society of St. Paul’s Church in Phila. 
delphia,” for the circulation of the Homilies and publications 
of the Church of England Tract Society, and that we cordially 
pledge ourselves to co-operate with our trans-atlantic friends in 
Philadelphia, and take the opportunity now presented of send- 
ing them three complete sets of the Society’s tracts, with the 
reports of the Society’s ten years labours. 

Extracted from the Journal, July 25th, 1822. 

Joun Swete, 


Secretary of the Church of England Tract Society. 
Bristol, July 25, 1822. 


Rev. and dear Sir—It is with heartfelt pleasure that we hear 
of the efforts which the friends of the gospel of God our Sa- 
viour are making in America to promote the knowledge of his 
salvation. We feel particularly thankful for our little silent 
missionaries who made their way into different parts of that ex- 
tensive country, and that several of our tracts have been already 
issued from the American press. We shall be gratified to hear 
of the progress of your society, and shall be much obliged for 
one or two copies of any of your republications of the tracts 
which appear on the list of the Church of England Tract So- 
ciety. May grace, mercy, and peace be with you, and all who 
love our Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth, is the prayer of, 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
Yours in Christ, 
Joun SweTE, 
Secretary to the Church Tract Society. 
Rev. B. Atten, President of the Homily Society of St. Paul’s Ch. Philada, 

The tracts which accompanied these are admirably calculated 
for usefulness. ‘They are lives of the reformers and martyrs 
of our church, extracts from her formularies, and illustrations 
of her services ; showing both the spirit and manner which be- 
come Episcopalians: and a wide distribution of them cannot 
but have the effect to attach persons to the incomparable privi- 
leges of our communion, and to cultivate the most sincere and 
devoted piety. 

We understand it is the intention of the Homily Society to 
publish them as rapidly as its funds will permit; and we cannot 
but recommend our brethren, whether clergy or laity, who wish 
to scatter abroad the “ winged messengers of salvation” to its 
Depository. 
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There are already to be found in that Depository, the follow- 
ing tracts, viz.—The 2d, 3d, and 4th Homilies—The Life of 
Latimer—The Life of Hooper—The Life of Wickliffe—A 
Clergyman’s Address on attending Church. 

These publications are furnished at the rate of 1200 pages for 
a dollar. The agent is Robert Piggot, No. 29, North Fourth 
Street. 


a 


NEW SERMONS. 


The Rev. J. W. Cunningham, author of “ World without 
Souls,” and “ The Velvet Cushion,” has lately published a vo- 
lume of Sermons, which are thus described in the September 
number of the London Eclectic Review: “ An unaffected so- 
briety characterizes these compositions, which shows that the 
preacher has sought to keep his style down to the level of his 
audience, rather than to work it up to the warmth and vigour 
of his own feelings; and our cordial approbation is due, not 
more to the scriptural correctness of the author’s theology, 
than to the plainness and practical character of his composition, 
and the evident subordination of his brilliant talents to the pur- 
pose of general usefulness.” 

His own views in the publication will best be understood by 
the modest preface by which it is prefaced. 

“The author of the following discourses has not the pre- 
sumption to imagine, that by publishing them he is likely to 
shed any new light over the difficulties of theology, or to urge 
with greater force those arguments which have employed the 
minds of many wise and devout individuals. But he has been 
led to this undertaking partly by perceiving the general thirst for 
this species of publication—partly by an ardent desire, before 
he is called to his great account, to bequeath to his family, his 
parish, and his friends, some slight memorial of his interest in 
their temporal and spiritual welfare ; and some less fugitive re- 
cord, than a mere address from the pulpit, of the principles in 
whichhe has found, through the great mercy of God, his own 
consolation and joy. 

« Perhaps, however, the wish he had for some time enter- 
tained, of endeavouring to prepare a volume of sermons for the 
press, might not have been realized, if he had not felt the im- 
portance, during a season of comparative retirement, of la- 
bouring to withdraw the mind from mournful contemplations, 
by occupying it with useful pursuits. And he hopes to be par- 
doned for so far intruding the facts of his own history on the 
attention of others, as to state, that he has never felt his trials 
so little as when thus striving to minister to the wants of a suf- 
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fering world—as when, having nothing but a ‘ mite’ to offer, he 
has been endeavouring to cast that mite into the treasury of God, 

“¢ Almost the whole of the sermons in this volume have been 
preached within the last two years, in the pulpit of that parish 
which Divine Providence has committed to his care. The cir- 
cumstance of so large a proportion of the texts of these dis- 
courses being taken from a few limited portions of the holy 
scriptures, arises from their having been parts of courses of ser- 
mons preached upon those particular portions of the word of 
God. To this mode of preaching the author is strongly dis- 
posed, as having a tendency to economise the time otherwise 
consumed in the sclection of texts and topics; as presenting to 
the hearers large and unbroken masses of the book of God; as 
securing the preacher from a partial distribution of the word 
of life, by selecting only those passages which might chance to 
suit with the peculiarities of his own theological creed.” 


A 


At the last celebration of the White Fast, in London, by the 
Jews, 3000 assembled at the Great Synagogue, and conducted 
themselves with great devotion toward their Creator, and with 
due respect to the High Priest, Dr. Herchell. A large collec- 
tion for the poor and needy was made on this occasion. 


lip 


The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society has recently 
sent an agent to the southern states. By intelligence from him 
we learn, that the prospect in South Carolina is extremely en- 
couraging. The bishop and clergy of the city of Charleston 
have entered warmly into the promotion of the society. Notices 
of the arrival and of the design of the agent were immediately 
given in all the churches, and the life subscription of Bishop 


Bowen, Dr. Gadsden and others, contributed.— Tru/y the waste 
places shall yet rejoice. 


et 


oF Communications upon any subject interesting to churchmen, and par- 
ticularly in relation to foreign missions, and the constitutions under which 
Episcopal socicties are at present acting, will readily be inserted in the 
Record. 
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